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REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF TIME TO FILE COMMENTS~'
BY THE RURAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS GROUP

Calling Party Pays Service Option
in the Commercial Mobile Radio
Services

In the Matter of

The Rural Telecommunications Group ("RTG")1 respectfully submits this request for an

extension of time to file comments in the above-mentioned proceeding.2 On October 23,1997,

the Commission released its Notice ofInquiry in this proceeding, with comments due by

December 1, 1997, and reply comments due by December 16, 1997. The purpose of the

proceeding is to "explore the subject of [calling party pays] in order to develop a record for

determining whether the wider availability of CPP would enable CMRS providers to more

readily compete with wireline services provided by LECs, and for determining whether there are

actions that the Commission could take to promote the wider availability of CPP for CMRS

providers."3

I RTG is a group of concerned rural telephone companies who have joined together to
promote the efforts ofmember rural telephone companies to speed the delivery of new, efficient
and innovative telecommunications technologies to the populations of remote and underserved
sections of the country.

2 See In the Matter of Calling Party Pays Service Option in the Commercial Mobile
Radio Services, Notice ofInquiry, WT Docket No. 97-207 (released Oct. 23, 1997) ("Notice").

3 Notice at ~ 1.



RTG's members recognize CPP as an issue of considerable interest and import to carriers

and consumers alike. RTG is actively in the process of canvassing its members to gather a

consensus on the impact of CPP on small and rural telecommunications carriers. RTG believes

that, given the tremendous recent growth and development of the wireless industry, commenters

require additional time to complete a thorough and accurate review of the status of CPP from a

policy, business, and technical perspective. Thus, RTG requests that the Commission extend the

comment filing date to December 16, 1997, and the reply comment filing date to January 9,

1998. RTG believes that this extension will allow the Commission to build a more complete

record in the proceeding.

Respectfully submitted,

RURAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS GROUP

Caressa D. Bennet
Bennet & Bennet, PLLC
1019 19th Street, N.W.
Suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20036
(202) 530-9800

November 20, 1997
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Certificate of Service

I, Jacqueline Jenkins, an employee in the law firm of Bennet & Bennet, PLLC hereby
certify that a copy of the foregoing Request for Extension of Time to File Comments by The
Rural Telecommunications Group has been served this 20th day ofNovember 1997, via hand
delivery on the following:

Chainnan William E. Kennard
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Harold W. Furchtgott-Roth
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Michael K. Powell
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

Commissioner Gloria Tristani
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 826
Washington, D.C. 20554

Ari Fitzgerald
Legal Advisor to Chainnan Kennard
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Peter A. Tenhula
Legal Advisor to Commissioner Powell
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

Karen Gulick
Legal Advisor to Commissioner Tristani
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 826
Washington, D.C. 20554

David R. Siddall
Legal Advisor to Commissioner Ness
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

Steve Kaminer, Legal Advisor to
Commissioner Furchtgott-Roth

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 802
Washington, D.C. 20554

David Krech, Esquire
Policy & Rules Branch
Commercial Wireless Division
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
2100 M Street, N.W., Seventh Floor
Washington, D.C. 20554

Daniel Phythyon, Chief
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, N.W., Room 5002
Washington, D.C. 20554

Rosalind Allen, Deputy Chief
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, N.W., Room 5202
Washington, D.C. 20554



David Furth, Chief
Communications Wireless Division
Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, N.W., Room 5202
Washington, D.C. 20554

John Cimko, Jr.
Chief, Policy Division
Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, N.W., Room 5202
Washington, D.C. 20554

Nancy Boocker
Policy Division
Federal Communications Commission
2025 M Street, N.W., Room 5202
Washington, D.C. 20554
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